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Major Amanda S. Vela is the commander of the San Antonio Military 
Entrance Processing Station. 

She enlisted in the Army at the Pittsburgh MEPS in 1995 and received 
her commission through Officer Candidate School in 2006.

Major Vela served as operations officer, 1st Battalion, 7th Air Defense 
Artillery, Fort Bliss, Texas; battalion human resources officer, 1st Battalion, 
7th Air Defense Artillery, Suwon, Republic of Korea; battalion human 
resources officer, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Air Defense Artillery (Provisional), Fort 
Bliss, and deployed to Baghdad, Iraq; battalion human resources officer, 94th 
Military Police Battalion, Yongsan, Republic of Korea; operations officer, 19th 
Personnel Company, Yongsan; chief, Personnel Services Division, Human 
Resources, United States Forces Korea, Yongsan; brigade human resources 
officer, 5th Brigade, Senior Reserve Officer Training Corps, San Antonio, 
Texas; and brigade human resources officer, 470th Military Intelligence 
Brigade, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

Her professional military education includes the Basic Officer Leadership Course, Air Defense Officer 
Basic Course, Adjutant General Officer Advanced Course, and the Human Resources Assistant Course. She also 
earned a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from Troy University and a Master of Arts in Human Resource 
Management from Webster University.

Major Vela’s awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Meritorious Service Medal, two Army Commendation Medals, seven Army Achievement Medals, the Combat 
Action Badge, and numerous unit and service medals and ribbons.


