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St. Louis MEPS 
Important Information for Applicant Guests 

 
St. Louis MEPS looks forward to welcoming you to witness your loved one take the Oath of 
Enlistment prior to shipping to basic training. Today they join an honored tradition of service to 
something greater, showing great selflessness, courage, and commitment just by volunteering to 
serve. We are honored to welcome them, and you, into the military family. 

 
Below you will find information about visiting St. Louis MEPS. Please read it in its entirety 
before your visit. 

 
Viewing the Oath of Enlistment ceremony: 

• Active-Duty applicants who are about to ship to basic training as well as National Guard 
and Reserve applicants are authorized two adult guests to attend their Oath of Enlistment. 
Guests under the age of 18 do not count toward an applicant's two visitors. Additional 
visitors require prior approval from the MEPS.  

• Guests are allowed in the MEPS 30-minutes prior to the ceremony. Oath times vary 
throughout the day. 

• Applicants will contact their guests approximately 30 minutes prior to the Oath of 
Enlistment ceremony. Please remain nearby the MEPS to ensure timely arrival. 

• Guests must exit the MEPS following the ceremony. 
• Disruptive guests will be asked to leave. 

 
Getting to the MEPS 

• STL MEPS is located on the tenth floor of the Robert A. Young Federal 
Building 1222 Spruce Street; St. Louis, MO 63130 

• Recruiting commands are responsible for escorting guests to the MEPS entrance. MEPS 
personnel will not escort guests from the Federal Building lobby to the MEPS. 

• Requirements enter the federal building include providing government identification to 
federal police officers. 

o All visitors are required to clear airport-style security and comply with rules and 
regulations governing conduct on federal property. 

o Entering the building routinely takes 10 minutes but could take longer. Please 
plan accordingly. 

 
Parking 

• The parking lot is located on the west side of the building and the rear for a charge of 
approximately $9 a day. Prices may fluctuate depending on events occurring in the area 
(i.e. baseball games). 

 
Security 

• Provide a valid, physical or official digital I.D. (photos of I.D.s are not acceptable). 
o Acceptable - Driver's License, State I.D., Passport, City I.D. (or other I.D. 

specified in UMR 601-23, available here). Applicants and guests do not 

https://www.mepcom.army.mil/Portals/112/Documents/PubsForms/Regs/r-0601-023.pdf
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need a REAL ID in accordance with Real ID Act of 2005 to enter the 
Federal Building, but a real I.D., but applicants will need a REAL ID 
prior to shipping to initial training.  

o Minors must be accompanied by an adult. They do not require I.D. 
• All guests will go through a security screening to include metal detector, X-ray machine, 

bag check. Guest bags will be scanned by security for contraband before entering. Please 
plan accordingly. 

Specific contraband items include firearms, knives of all types, pepper spray, etc. 
o To decrease check-in times, guests are encouraged not to bring bags. 
o Guests must sign in and out on a visitor log and wear a visitor badge while at the 

MEPS. 
 
REAL-ID  
 
Recruiting Service: 

• Responsible for ensuring their applicant has a REAL ID-compliant 
identification. If an applicant requires assistance obtaining a REAL ID compliant 
identification, the sponsoring Service will direct the applicant to 
the state/territory driver’s license issuing agency’s website (e.g., Department 
of Motor Vehicles, Department of State, etc.) for the required documentation 
and process. 
 

• Responsible for ensuring their shipper, inclusive of a Non-MEPS shipper, 
who travel by domestic airlines, possess a REAL ID-compliant 
identification. 
 
MEPS: 

• Is not responsible for ensuring an applicant possesses the required REAL ID 
needed to gain access to the military installation, MEPS facility, etc., or what 
may be required by the building’s security (e.g., Federal Protective Service). 
 

• Will not hinder processing of an applicant once inside the MEPS solely because 
they do not possess a REAL ID, if the applicant has an authorized photographic ID. (unless 
shipping) 
 
Acceptable Real IDs for travel (All Applicant who are shipping require a Real ID) 

• Adult passengers 18 and older must show valid identification at the airport checkpoint in 
order to travel. 

• Driver's licenses or other state photo identity cards issued by Department of Motor 
Vehicles (or equivalent) 

• Beginning May 7, 2025, if you plan to use your state-issued ID or license to fly within 
the U.S., make sure it is REAL ID compliant. If you are not sure if your ID complies 
with REAL ID, check with your state department of motor vehicles. 

• State-issued Enhanced Driver's License 
• U.S. passport 
• U.S. passport card 

https://www.tsa.gov/real-id
https://www.tsa.gov/real-id
https://www.tsa.gov/real-id
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports/need-passport/card.html
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• DHS trusted traveler cards (Global Entry, NEXUS, SENTRI, FAST) 
• U.S. Department of Defense ID, including IDs issued to dependents 
• Permanent resident card 
• Border crossing card 
• An acceptable photo ID issued by a federally recognized Tribal Nation/Indian Tribe, 
including Enhanced Tribal Cards (ETCs). 
• HSPD-12 PIV card 
• Foreign government-issued passport 
• Canadian provincial driver's license or Indian and Northern Affairs Canada card 
• Transportation worker identification credential 
• U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Employment Authorization Card (I-766) 
• U.S. Merchant Mariner Credential 
• Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC) 
 
 
Photography 

• Photo and video are only authorized in the Oath Ceremony room. 
 
Refreshments 

• Vending machines are available for drinks and snacks outside of the MEPS. Convenience 
stores are also located at the 1st and 9th floor of the building. 

 
 
Point of Contact 

• If you have questions, please select St. Louis MEPS on the “contact” page on the 
USMEPCOM website. 
https://www.mepcom.army.mil/Contact/ 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/29/2021-01606/indian-entities-recognized-by-and-eligible-to-receive-services-from-the-united-states-bureau-of
https://www.mepcom.army.mil/Contact/
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